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Gedlineſſe is 1 agreat gains, if a man 7 un- 
tent with t ane bath. | 80 (gi he 
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| rr A: , 1 
ſpeake, and that which is neceſſarie fo2 port 
to heare, Therefoze thinking with my felfe 
what doctrine mere ficceſt fox you, 
ſought fo2 a text which ſpeakes againſt co: 
uetouſneſſe, which J may call the Londo⸗ 
ners ſine, Although God hath giuen xot 
moe than other, whi d turne coue⸗ 
toulneſle into thanke fulne ſle, yet as tht Je- 
wie groweth with che Oke, ſo couetouſne .. 
hath growne with riches: euety man — Ts bs 
gs. 1 25 FR hy es 
4's 


_ { 
wo Y CY 


{ | Evod. 6/4 much As the Alcaclices murmurey as 


Nu, 1 


The Beten 


ucheſt walles, that thinks he hath 
though chere bee 1 many 22 15 


much when they hav Manna, they 
were without it, fs they nb riches 
couet as much as they that are without 


them: that conferring your mindes and 
vdur wealth together; Nie truely fap, 


* 


un. 5. 4 


not chooſe but couet . 


this Cittie is rich, ik it were not couetous. 


This is the Deull which bewitcheth pou, 
to thinke that you haue not inough , when 
yo haue moꝛe then you neede. Avon can⸗ 
et. Godli- 
woꝛdes, 


pou riches which you may 
neſſe is great tiches. In 


ag Jacob craued ot his wines. and his ſer- 


uantes to giue him their Juols, chat hee 
might bury tbem, ſo Pult craueth — 
couetouſnelle , that het might burte it ; an 


that pet micht bee no looſers. hee offercth 


pou the vauntage, in ſtgave of gaiue , bee 

popoſeth great gaine. Codlineſſe is 
great gaine: as it he ſhauld{ap, Will you 
couet little gaine befoze great 4. Por haue 
found little ioy in money, pou ſhall finde 
great top in the holie Ggoſt: you haue 


founde little peace inthe wozlve, you ſhall 


finde = peace in conſcience, 9 


pn. 


with their wine and tunkets . This is che 


tage ſeeme as faire 


afs con tentation. 


Id firiue fo? the wozld, 
gat a dole, 7 | 


r, b2other ainff worher 
255 ag mo the » neighs 


ing the 1 
gers 
Lg 
5 51. 


— de ge rde Sl 
ac eh when hee h 68 þ 


diſeaſe, like e e d he goeth 
about fo picke ont grertün cnc * 
e men ſo hungry, 4 n 
ſuch glaſle befoze them, that w a 
ſh mg ſeeme as great as aPouny,, @ cot. 
4 pallace, and a 
plough ſreme as a diademe, chat 
bee which hath but twentie poundes, wall 
bee as „as e an hun ⸗ 
med, andhee which hath an 
bee as toctind as hee | 
fand: amber which hath a beute, tall - 
bee as well contented , as hee which hath 
million: enen as Daniel did th iue wich 
water and pulſe, as well as the reſt did 


b 


vertue and operation of theſe woꝛdes: ik 
you heare them with the ſame ſpirite that 
Paule wote them, they will ſo woozke vb · 
en your heartes, that vou ſhall goe iwas 
tutele man contetited with that Which het. =" 

A 4 ; hath, | 


| The Benefite 
| Lal. g. d. bath ile Zacher, which foe he had ſeen 


Chaiſt,knew nothing but to ſcrape, but as 

ſoone as he had heard Chyiſt, all his minde 

was ſet vpon gining : this was not the firft 

day that Sacbheus ſeemed rich to others, 

but this was the firſt day that Zache · 

us ſeemed rich vnto himſelfe, when ri⸗ 

ches ſeemer dung, and ovlines ſeemedri- 

ches. Chyilt doch not will other to giue all 

heir goodes away to the pooze,,as hee bad 

Mat 19. 21 . . — tu ſee what he would do, but 
bad him to kecpe his riches, 

| —.— vs to loue riches, which makes 
1. Tin. dur riches ſeeme pouertie, ven pee ton⸗ 
6.17. temne riches, vet "ſhallſeene rich, becauſe 
7 e e bee tohih is ee 
* *tented: but ik pe coyet,and grone, & thirſt; 
Sen. 49.4. as Jacob gaue Ruben a blelling, but ſaide, 
thou ſhaſt not he excellent, ſo God may 

I pe you riches, but he faith,you ſhal nor 

ſatisfied. Fo2 ye will be couetonus vntil 

pe be religious. Hee that will haue conten- 
kation mull leaue his couetouſnes in pawn 
* fox it. This is the ſpirite which wee would 

caſfout, ifye will leaue but this one ſin be⸗ 

2. King. hind, vou ſhal depart out of the Church like 
5.4. Naama out of Jorilau, as if you had bene 
Ag. 8. waſhed, all your dias ſwept away = = 
g 8 


of Coritentation; 
ſeales from Paulet eyes. Fm what hath | 
Hought vſurie, and ſimonie, & bziverie,and . 
crueltie, and ſubtiltie, and enux, x ſtrie, and 
deteit into this citie, and made euery houſe 
an Inne, and euery ſhop a market ot othes 
and lies aum fraud, but the ſuperfluous loue | 
of money: Name coue touſnt ſle, and thou 1 
haſt named the mother of all theſe mil · 4 


chiekes: other fines are but hirelings vn⸗ 15 
to this line: blur ie, and bꝛiberie, and ſimo⸗ 3 

nie, and exto2tion,and deceftezand lies, and 39 

othes,are. far toꝛs to toue touſnellt e ſetnane 

lo poꝛters tu fetch and being her lung in. 


As the receiner makes a theele, la coue⸗ 

touſneſſe makes an blurer, and extoꝛtioner 

and deceiuer: becauſe thee receineth the | 
bootie which they ſteale, Euen as Rachel Gen. 3 0. 
cried to her huſvand, Giue mee children, 1 4 
or elſe I die: ſo touetouſneſſe trieth vnto 
viurte,and bztberie,and ſimonie, and cruel⸗ 

tie, and deceit, and lies, Gine nie riches, or 

elſe I die ; Howe they may ſaue a litle, and 

hol they may get much, & howe they max 
pꝛolong life, is euery mans dꝛezme from 1 

ſunnt to ſunne, ſo long as they haue a knee 

to bowe vnto Ba! : ſo manp vices hid out 

ok this one, that it is called The root of all 
euill, as if hee would ſay, the ſpawne of all 1. Tini. 6. 0 

Ki A 5 ſinnes. 


Rom. 11. 
+. - —_ 


The Benefite 

* finnes. Take away couetoulnefle, and hee 

' will ſell his wares as cheape as he: he will 

hing vp his childzen as vertuouſly as her: 

he will refuſe bzibes as earneftlp as he: be 

will ſuccour the pooze as heartily as hte: 

| bee will come to the Church as lightlie as 

2. King. hee. Ik yte could feele the pulſe of euerie 
5.27. heart, what makes Geher take _ hibe, 
AR.19 :4 which Eliſha refuſed : What makes De- 
1. Sam. . metrius to ſprake fo? images, which Paule 
10. condemned? What makes Nabe! denie 
„ - Dawid that which Al, gail gaue him 
Mat. 26.9 What makes Judas grudge the ople which 
| Ma tgpvered? Mothing but couetouſ⸗ 
neſſe. When thou ouldſt giue, ſhe ſayth 

if is tos much: when thou ſhouldſt receive, 

the laith it is tos little: when thou ſhouldit 

remit, ſhee faith it is too great: when thou 
ſouldſt repent, ſhee ſaith it is too ſoone: 
Exed,c.6, when thou ſhouldſt heare, ſhe ſaith it is too 
. farre :like Pharao which founde one buſi⸗ 

neſſe 02 other to octupy the /ewes , when 

they ould ſerue God. = 

Thus enerie labour hath an ende, but 

ceuttouſneſſe hath none, like a ſuiter in 

lawe , which thinkes to haue an ende this 

- tcarme and that tearme, and the Lawyer 

which ould pꝛocure his peace, molongeth 


to deceiue againe: when the day 


of Contentation. 
his rife , becauſe he hath an action fo his 
tts his aduerſarie hath to his land: ſo 
which is ſet on coueting vooth dzinks 
bine, which makes him chirlk moꝛe, E ſee⸗ 
eth no dauen till he arriue at death: when 
be hath lyed, he is ready to lye againe: when 


hee hath ſwozne, hee is readie ta ſmeate a | 


Caine; when he hath deceived, he is readie 


| —— 
would it were to begin againe: when the 
tearme is ended, he wiſheth that it were ta 
come againe : and though bis bouſe be ful, 
and his ſhop full, and his coffers ful, aud his 
purſe full, vet hia heart · is not full, but 
lanke and emptie, like the diſeaſe which 
wee tall the Mole, that is alwayes ea- 
ting, and yetkeepesthe bopyleane . The 
Ant doth eate the faode which ſhee lindeth: 
the Lyon vooth refreſh himſelfe with the 


pꝛay that hee taketh: but the canetuus 


man liech by his money as a ſicke man ſits 
by his meate, andhath no power fo take 
it, but to looke vpon it, like the Pꝛince to 


whome E/iſpa ſaide, that hee ſhould ſee the 2. Nu, n. 


cone with his eyes, but none ſhould come 
within bis noucth. Thus the couetous 
man makes a foole ofhimſelfe, {Hee coue- 


- tethtocauet; he gathereth to gacher: bee 
r | labou 


— 


The Benefite 

Labourethto labour: hee careth to cafe, as 
thoughbis office were to fill a coffer full of 
Angels, and then to die, like an aſſe which 
carrieth treaſures on his bocke all day, and 
at night they are taken from him, which 
did him no good but lade him. How happie 
were ſome, ik they knewe ndt golde from 
Pro. p. 12. lead: If thou bee wiſe (ſaith Salomon) 
| thou ſhalt bee wiſe for thy ſelfe, but hee 
which is couetous.is rouetous ag ainſt him 
lelfe, Fo? what plague is this (vnleſle one 
would killhimſelte) foz a man to ſpend all 
his life in carking and pining,and ſcraping, 
(as though he could do nothing but gather 
m this wozld, to ſpend in the next) valeſſe 
he be ſure chat hee ſhall come againe when 
he is deade, to eate thole ſcraps which hee 
bath gutten with allthis ffirre : Therefoze 
couetouſneſſe may well bee called miſerie, 
and the couetous miſerable , foꝛ they are 

miſerable indeed. ? 2 
8 Ok them which ſeeme to be wile, there 
bee no ſuch fooles in the woꝛlde, as they 
Pro. ab 25. Which love money better then themſelues, 
0 but this is a iungement of God, that they 
which deteiue others deceiue themſelues, 
Ger, 4-14. Andliue Icke Cain, which was avagabond, 
ypon his obne landes, ſo they are beggers 
in 


of Contentation. 
- Mnthemidveſt of their wealth , Fo? pope 
they haue vnderſtanding to know rich 
a minde ii to ſeeke them, S 
them, and pollicie tokeepe them, and life to 
poſſeſſe them, yet they haue ſuch a falſe 
ght and bleare eye, that when their riches 
lie befae them, they ſeeme pouertie, and he 
which hach not halle ſo much ſeemeth rich⸗ 
er then they. Mill you knowe howe this 
comes to paſſe: To ſhew that the couetous 
men belong ts hell, they are like hell while wo: 
they line. Hell is neuer filled, and they 
are neuer ſatiſfied, but like the Hl leach 
which crieth, giue, giue, ſo their hearts crie 
bring, bring, c though the tempter ſhould 
ſay to them as he ſaid to Cinift, All theſe 6h, 9 
will I give thee, yet all will not content Sade " 
them, no moꝛe then heauen cantented hum. 
But as the glutton in hell deſired cnet Ca 65 
water, and pet a riuer would not ſatiſfie 
him : forif a dzop had beene graunted him, 
he would haue deſired a 0p moꝛe, and a 
dꝛoppe to that, ſo they will lie and ſweare, 
and deceiue fo2 a mMoppe of riches. The 
' Denill neede not offer them all as hee 
did to Chat, fo2 they will ſerue him foz - 
leſſe:but ifhe could giue them all, all would >; + © 
not content n long as they are coue⸗ 


* 


The Benefite 
tous, no moꝛe then the wozlde contented 
eAlexander . Fo it is againſt the name 


ind nature of couetouſneſſe to ber content, - 


as it is againſt the name and nature of 
Contentation to bee couetous: There⸗ 
fore one ſayth, that no mans heart is 


uke the couetous mans heart, fo? his heart 


Gen. 5. a5. 


is without a bottome, like a fire which 
is kindeled witch the ople that comes to 
queuch it. 

A Pzentile is bound but foꝛ nine yeares 
and then hee is free + but if the couetous 
might line longer then Aethuſhelah, yet 


they would neuer bee free men, but pꝛenti⸗· 


ſes to the woꝛld, while they haue a foot out 


okthe graue. 
It is a woonder to ſee: as the Devil 


x. Pet, g. 8. compaſteth about, ſeeking whom hee may 
Pro. 5 5. deuoure, ſo men compalle about, ſeeking 


Mat. is. 
240 


what they may deuoure: ſuchloue is be- 


tweene men and money, that they which 


pꝛoteſſe good mill vnto it with their hearts, 
will not tale ſo much paines fo2 their life, 
as they take fo2 gaine , Therefoze no mar- 
uell if they haue no leiſure to ſanctiſie them⸗ 
ſelues, which haue no leyſure ts refrefh 


themlelues. Chꝛiſt knewe what hee ſpake 
| il (give 4 Not man can ſerue two, 


maiſters, 


a =? 'on co & .c. « .. © 


% o 
- 
_— 
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nene 


of Contentativn. 
maiſters, (meaning God and the worde) 
becauſe tach would haue all. As the An- 


gell and the Deuill ftrous fo 22oſe: body, {*4+9- 
not who should haue a 


, but who 
ſhould haue the whole, ſo they firine ill 
fo: our ſo who ſhall haue all. There: 
foze the Ap 
world is enmitie to God. Signiſteng 
ſuch emulation betweene theſe two, that 
God cannot abide the woꝛld ſhauld haue a 
part, and the weold cannot abide that God 
ſhotuld haue a part. 
Therekoꝛe the loue ok the wonlde muſt 
needs be enmitie to Gad, und therefoze the 
louers ofthe woꝛld muſt needes be enemies 
to God: and therefoze no couetous man is 
Gods ſeruant, but Gods enemie. Fox this 
catiſe couetouſnes is called idolatrie, which 


is the molt contrarie ſinne to Sad, becauſe 7 e 3 


as treaſon ſetteth vp another king in the 
kings plate, ſa Idolatrie ſetteth vp anocher 
God in Gꝛds place. This wann doth ſigni- 
fie t hat the couetous make ſo much ol mo⸗ 
ney that they euen woꝛſhiꝑ it in their hartz, 
and wauld doe as much fo it, as the Ads. 
laters doe fo2 their vols, ©. 

Paule ſecing ſuch ſins cõ mitten, «fic. 


N xaines taken caine, thought * 


eſapth; The love of this i. Iobx. 2. ij 


lie. 


The Benefite 
ſelle ik they could be perſwaded, that God 
lines is gaine, it is like hey would take as 
much paines fo2 govlineſſe as they take fo2 
gaine. Therefoze hee taketh vppon him to 
pꝛoue this range paradox 2, that godlines 
. is gaine, againſt all them in the verſe be« | 
; fore, which holde that gaine is godlines. 
Theſe two opinions are verie contrarie, x 
here are many againſt one. A man would 
thinke that Paule ſhould bee verie eloquent 
and ſhar pe witted, that he had need ta vſe 
ſome logike, koꝛ he hath choſen a hard text. 
Qhat Paule, will ydu — that Godli- 
* nes is gaine? Pau ſhall haue moꝛe oppo- 
| ma, © +nent$ againſt vou, then Michaah had wht 
he loꝛbad Achab io fight. It you had taken 
the fozmer verſe, which ſaith that Gaine is 
godlipes, thenyou ſhould haue had mat 
ter and examples inoughꝛthe merchant and 
mieercer, and lawyer, and land- loꝛd, and pa- 
trone, and all wauld come in and ſpe ake fo- 
Ac. ig. as. gaine, as the Epheſians cried to Diana: 
but it vou will bee crolle ta all, and pꝛeach 
HGodlines is gaine to them which count 
Gain? godlines, men wl thinke of you as 
Act. 26.25. Feſtas bid, that you ſpeake you kname not 
what. Thele le ſlons art foꝛ Paule q him- 


Mat. ig. ſelie, ag Chꝛiſt faith: All doe not ** 
5 this 


' this word, ſo all doe not reteiue this game Labs 


W 
of Contentation, 


but lolle: we count him rich which hach his 
barne full like the Churle, his coffers full Luke 1614, * 
like the glurton,his cable fulllke Balre/er, Ban. 5. f. 
his (fable full like Salomon, his grounds ful bin, 4.28 
like 1%, his purſe full like Graſs , Pou J, 5. ' 
Ipeake againſt your maifter : fo: Chꝛiſt „ 
ſent wozd bnto 19-7: that the pooxe receiue . Þ ue 


the Goſpel, ene were of Pfa. 23. 


the poozer ſozt, and Daxidralleth the wic- 1 
ked rich, they proſper and flouriſh, their 342 
ſeede blaſteth not, their cow caſteth not: as 

if he ſhould ſay, it is not as you take it Paul, 

that Godlineſſe doth make men rich, fo2 J 

haue oblerued. in my time, that the wicked: 1 
are the wealthieſt, and good Lazarus is te 
pooze man, and wicked Pines is the rich Lale, ig? 
man. Againe we read that the officers were 9.2 |, 
aſked, which of the Phariſies or of the Ieh. . . 
rulers did followe Chriſt, pet theſe were T 
counted rich men, though they had no god: 
lineſſe : and it we ſhould examine pour ſelfe 
it ſeemes you were no rich man foꝛ all your 5 
rcodlineſſe; when you did woozke with pour T heſc 2-4 
hands fo your liuing: therefoze,if godlines 
be ſuch gatne,howe happeneth it that you 
ſhare is no better: So they which are like | 
A.icodemus (when Chailt ſaith that they J. hu, 34 = | 

| 5 mult * 


= 


The BeRtchte 

muſt bee bozne againe) thinke that hee can 
haue no other meaning, but that they mut 
returne againe into their mothers wombe: 

lohn, G. 51. and when he calleth himſelfe bead, that he 
mult needs meane ſuch bead as they dine 
with. As the /ewes hearing the Pꝛophets 

Mat. 20. ſptake ſo otten of Chꝛiſts kingdome, & call 
20. him a king, looked fo? a tempoꝛall king 
which ould bꝛing them peace, t ioy, and 

gloꝛy. make them like kings themſelues: 
ſo the carnall cares when they heare of a 
kingddme, aud treaſures, c riches, ſtraight 
heir minds run vpon ear thly, and woꝛldly, 
20 and tranſitoꝛie things, ſuch as they loue: to 

| whom Paule guſweteth as Chiilk aunſwe⸗ 
5 4.32 bed his Dilciules, I have an other meate 
> which you know not of: ſn there are gs 
ther riches whichyou know not ok, J ſaive 
$ not that goblizeſle is eartyly , 02 woꝛldlie, 
Nd o2 tranlitopie gaine, but gotlineſſeis great 
"4 gaine. 

He will not onelp pꝛooue Godlineſſe ta 
ke gaine, but great gaine: as it hee ſhoulv 
ſay, moꝛe gaintull then your wares, x rents 
aud fines, and intereſt: as though he would 
make the Lawper, and Merchant, & Mer⸗ 
ter, and Dꝛaper, and Patron, and Land- 
loꝛd, and all the men ol riches beleeue that 
godlines 


2 
18 
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. Or contentation, 


godlines will make them rich ſaoner then 
couetouſneſſe. I feare this ſaying may bee 
renewed: If a man tell you yee will not — 
beleeue it: nay if God tell you, yet yee Ava. 
will not belecue it. Is the Lov looked 
downe vpon earth, to ſee if any did regard | 
him, and ſaith, There is not one, fo this Pſal. 14.2 
ſentence may ga krom Court ta Citie, from & 43.2. 
Cittie to Countrie, and ſay there is ſcarſe 
one in a towne that will ſubſcribe vnto it. | 
ManyCſaith Dasid)aske who will ſhewe Fſal. 4. 6. 
vs any good: meaning riches, and hono?, » 
and pleaſure, which are not good, But 
when hee came to goodneſle it ſelfe, hee 
leaues out Manie, and pꝛaieth in his owne 
per ſon, Lord lift vp the light of thy coũ- 1 
tenance vpon vs, as though none would | 
ioine with him. Yet wiſedome is iuſtifi- Mat. i- 
ed of her own: children, and the Govlie 
call Godlineſſe gaine. 

To make vs loue godlineſſe, hee calleth 
it by the name of that which we loue moſt, 
that is, gaine, As the Father calleththe Le 2 
Sanne which he would loue moꝛe then the | 
reſt by his owne name, ta put him in minde c 
of ſuch alsue as hee beareth to himlelfe, 
Heere we may ſee that God doth not com⸗ 
maund men ts bee godlie onelie, becauſe 

B 2 E 


The Benefite 


® makes fo2 his glozie, but becauſe Godli⸗ 

neſle.is p2ofitable to vs. Foz godlineſle is 

not called gaine in reſpect of him, but in re⸗ 

ſpect of vs: it is gaine ta vs, but it is dutie 

to him. So it is not called health in reſpect 

of God, but in reſpect of vs, becauſe it is 
fbhehealth ek the ſoule, So it is not called a 
Pro. 3. 18. kingdome in reſpect of God, but in relpect 
| of vs, becauſe we are intituled to the king: 
dome by this difference from the repꝛo⸗ 
bates, Put all the good things in the wozld 
together, and the goodneſle of all is found 

in Godlineſle: and therefoze Godlineſſe is 
Pro. 3. 18. called by the names ok thoſe thinges that 
men count beſt, ta ſhewe that the godly are 

as well, as merrie, as content with their 

loue toward God, and Gods laue toward 

them, as other are with health, and wealth, 

and pleaſures, Therekoꝛe it is ſaid of the 

Eſay.3 6. godly, The feare of the Lord ſhall be his 
treaſure, As though Godlineſſe were not 

onely riches, but as though there were no 

riches but Sodlineſle. Theretoze Jeremy 

Lam. 3. 24 laith, The Lord is my portion, as _ 
he had ſuch a delight in Godlineſſe, that he 

deſired nothing els: and therefoze it is ſaid 

Hab. u. 26 of Moſes, That he eſteemed the rebuke 
| of Chriſt greater riches then all the 

. red. 
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| fore Ruth, ſo riches ſhall fall in pour way, Nur h. 2.0 


of contentation. 


treaſures of Ægypt. It troſſes bee riches, 

as Moſes thought, what riches are in god⸗ 

lineſſe* But is this all the harueſt 2 Shall 
Godlineſſe bee all the godly mans riches # _ 

Nay (ſaith Paule) Godlineſſe hath the 1-7 99.4. 
promiſes of this life , and of the life to 


come, that is the comfoztes and richesof 


this like, as well as of the life to come, And | 
therfoze Chiiſtſaith, Firſt ſceke the king- Mat. . 3 
dome of God, and all the reſt ſhall bee 

caſt ypon you, euen as the ſheaues fel be: 

as they did fo Abraham, and Lot, and laa- 

leb, and Jeb, and Joſeph, riches were caſt 

vnts them they knewe not howe, but as if 

God had ſaid, Be rich, and they were rich 
ſtraight, Fo? all good thinges were created /. x, >£ 
koꝛ the good, and therefoze they are called G.. 25. 30 
good, becauſe the good God created them Gen,2y d. 
to good purpoſe: and ther ekoꝛe as [aakob 
got the bleſſing, ſo hee got the inheritance 
alſo, to ſhewe, that as the faithfull haue the 
inward ble ſlings, lo they haue the outward 
bleſtings too, when they are good foꝛ them. 


az (ſaith Dauid) They that ſeeke the Fſal. 34.10 


Lord ſhall want nothing that is good. 
De ſaithnot, that they ral want no- 
thingʒbut, that they,ſhal want nothing 

: B 3 that 


| 
| 
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Mat is good. Now God knoweth better 
then we what is good fo2 vs: as the Nurſe 
knoweth better then the childe when the 
milke is ready foꝛ it, Therfoze Chailt ſaith, 
Your heauenly father knoweth what 
you haue need of: he ſaith not that wee 
know What we haue neede of, but that 
our Father knoweth, as i he ſhould ſay, 
when ysu haue need or health. your Father 
will ſend you health: wien you haue need 
of riches, your Father wil ſend pou riches: 
when you haue neede ot liber tie, pour Fa- 
ther will ſend you libertie: fe2 hee ſeith not 


727,74 gnely, That his Father knoweth What 


we haue neede of, but that he will giue 
vs the thinges which we neede.There⸗ 
foꝛe as childzen take no care fo? their appa⸗ 
rel, what clothes they ſhould weare, noꝛ fo2 
victuals, what meat they ſhould eat, but 


Mat, 6.51 leaue this care fo2 their Fathar, fo ſaith 


Pia al,c 55. 
1 . 5˙7. 


Ciniſt, Take you no care, for my Father 
carcth for you, 

De was nat content to call Godlineſſe 
gaine, but he calleth it great gaine, as il he 
ſhould lay gaine, c 13022 chen game:riches, 
and better then riches: a kingdome, and 
greater then a kingdome. As when the pꝛo⸗ 
pets Would ee betwe ene the Idol 

Gods 


godlineg: the peace ofthe wozld& the a” 


of Contentation. 


Gods & the lining God: they call hun the Peu. 0. 
great God: fothe gaine of godlines is cat: 

led great gain. The riches of the woꝛld are Mark. 4. 7 
called earthly, tranſifd2ie, ſnares, thoꝛnes, 2 7 2.6.9. } 
dung, as though they were not woꝛthie to PE. 3. 8. 
be counted riches: and therekoꝛe to dꝛawe ä 
the loue ol men from them, the holy Gholt 

b:ingeth them in with ſuch names ok dil⸗ 

daine, to dilgrace them with their louers: 

but when hee comes to Godlines, which is 

the riches ok the ſoule, he calleth it great ri: Pro. 3. 1 5. 
ches, heauenly riches, vnſcarchabie riches, po. 4. 9 . 
euerlaſting riches, with all the names of . 13. 
honour, and all the names ol pleaſure, and , 8. u. 
all the names of happineſle. As a woman 18. 
trimmes and deckes her lelle wit an hun⸗ 
dꝛed oꝛnamentes, onelie to make her amt- = 
able: ſa the holie Ghoſt leteth out God⸗ Ct. 
line ſſe with names of honour, and names 

ot plealure, and names ofhappineſſe, as it 

were in her iewels with letters of commen⸗ 
dation, to make her to be loued. Leaſt anic 
riches ſhould compare with Goviinefſe, he 

giues it a name aboue other, and calleth it 

great riches, as it he would make a diltmc⸗ 5 
tion betwꝛene riches and riches, betweene * 
the gaine of couctouſnes , and the gaine k 


4. r. 
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of conſcience : the ioy ofriches, and the tow 
of the holy Ghoſt, The woꝛldly men haue a 
kind of peace, and ioy, and riches, but J cans 
not call it great, begauſe they haue not ts 
nough, they are not contented as the godlie 
are: therefoze onely Godlineſle hath this 
honoꝛ, to be called great riches. The gaine - 
of couetouſneſle is nothing but wealch, but 
the gaine of Godlineſſe is welth, and peace. 
and loy, and the loue of God, and the remil⸗ 
ſton of ſinnes, and life euerlaſting. Therkoꝛe 

* [8 onely Sodlineſſe hath this honour ts be cal« 
. 13.6. led great gaine, Riches make bate, but 

Godlinelſle makes peace: riches bzeeds co⸗ 
uetouſnelle, but godlineſſe bzinges conten« 

tation: riches make men vnwilling to die, 

but godlmeſle makes men readie to die: ri⸗ 

ches often hurt the owner, but godlineſſe 

p2ofit both the owner and other,Therefoze 

onely Godlineſſe hath this honour , to bee 

called great riches, ſuch gaine, ſuch toy, 

ſuch peace is in godlineſſe, and yet no man 

coueteth it: foꝛ this is the qualitie of ver- 

tue, it ſeemethnothing vntill he hath it, as 

Salomon ſaith of the buyer, while he is buy- 

| ing he diſpꝛaiſeth the thing which he buieth, 

Pro. 20 14 ànd ſaith, It is naught, & is not wooꝛth the 

pꝛice which yee alke ; but when hee hath 

| bought 


of Contentation. 


bought it, ſo ſoone as he is gone, he bolteth 
, fhis penywoꝛths, and ſaith, it is better thẽ 
his monte. So godlines,befoze a man haus 
it, he ſaith it is not woozth his labour, and 
thinks euery houre too much that he ſpends 
about it, but whe he hath found it, he would 
not looſe it againe foꝛ all the woꝛld, becauſe 
he is now come to that which followeth, to 
be contented with that he hath, 

Riches come, yet the man is not pleas 
ſed: honour comes, and yet the man zs not 
pleaſed: libertie comes, and yet man is not 
pleaſed: pleaſure comes, and yet the man 
— not pleaſed, N G — = he 

aith, My cup is full: Shew vs thy father % 22. ec: 
(ſaith Philip) and it ſuffiſeth: nay ſhewe — 
vs thy truth, x it ſulfiſeth. No we my ſoule LI. 12. g. 
(ſaith the churle)take thy reſt: nay,nowe 
my ſoule take thy reſt, foꝛ thou haſt laid vp 
fo2 many yeeres,The godly man hath foũd 
that which all the woꝛld doth ſeeke, that is, 
enough; euery wozd may be defined, and 
euery thing may be meaſured,but cnough 
rannot be meaſured no} defined,it changeth 
euery yeare: when wee had nothing, wee 
thought it inough ik we might obtaine leſle 
then we haue: when we came to moꝛe, wee 
thought of another enough: now wee haue 
| moꝛe, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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"moe,wee dꝛeame of another enough: fo e⸗ 

nough is alwates to come, though to much 
be there already, This is becauſe we leeke 
contentation in the things, when it is in the 
mind, fo2 godlines is in the minde, and the 
gaine of godlines is contentation. 

The Apoſtle ſpeakes as though he had 
found a new kind of riches, which the woꝛld 
neuer thought of, that are or ſuch a nature, 
that they will ſatiſſie a man like the water 

John. 4. j which Chꝛiſt ſpake of, He chat drinkes 
of this water ſhall thitſt no more. $0 
they that taſt of theſe riches ſhall couet no 
moze : but as the holy Ghoſt filled all the 


| g Ad. 25. honſe (eA#es,2,) fo the grace and peace, 


' and toy of the holy Ghoſt fillech all the hart, 
Gen. 44. ij that as 7/ephhadns neede of Aſtronomie, 
becauſe he had the ſpirite ol pꝛophelie, ſo he 

which hath contentationhath litle ok riches. 

1. Kir. 9. 28 De thinks not of the philoſophers ſtone, noꝛ 
the gold of Oyher, noꝛ þ mines of India, but 

he hath his qwerar eſt without ſuit ot lawe, 

foꝛ he retaineth a peacemaker within. which 

would make all Lawyers Preachers, if 

men were fo wiſe to take counſell of it, 

when the law is ended, it a man be not con⸗ 

tent hee is in ftrife ſtill: when the diſeaſe 

is cured, if a man bee not content, aq 


* 
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ſicke (ill : when the want is ſupplicd ; if a 

man be not content he is m want ſti l: when 

bondage is turned into liber tie, ifa man be 

not content hee is in bondage ſtal: but 

though he be in lawe. and ſickne ſle, and po⸗ 

uer tie, and bondage, vet ik he be content, he 

is free, and rich, and metric, and quiet, euen 

as Adam was warme, though bee had no Gen. 2, 25. 
clothes. Such a commander is contentati⸗ 

on, that where ſoeuer ſhee ſetteth toote, an 

hundꝛed bleAings mait vpon her: in euer ie 

diſeaſe ſhe is a Phiſitian, in cuery ſtrite ſhe 

is alawper , in euery doubt ſhee is a pꝛea⸗ 

cher, in euerie griete the is à comkoꝛter: 

like a ſweete perfume which takith away 

the euill ſent , and lꝛaueth a pleaſaunt ſent 

fo2 it: as the UAnicoꝛnes hone dippeth in 

the fountaine, maketh the waters which 

were coꝛrupt and noiſome, to be cleare any 

whale ſome vppon the ſodaine: ſo what de⸗ 

uer eſtate contentation comes voto, it ſaith | 
like the Apoliles, Peace be to tins houſe, Mat. io.iʒ 
p2acz be ta this hartg2cace be to this m in. , 
Imap liken it to the tue loues & two ſtihes : 
wherewith Cinilt fedde aue thauſand per⸗ 

ſons, & yet there were twelue baſkets ĩull k 17 
ot that which was left, which could not 
fil one baſket wen it was whol? ; fo their 1 
- litic | 


| 


1 


N 
l 
| 
; 


* 


The Benefite 


licle feaſt was like a great feaſt:ſo the godly 

though they haue but litle fo2 thẽſelues, yet 

Mat. u. 42 they haue ſome thing fo2 other, like the wi- 
IL ; dowes Mite, that they may ſay as the Dil 
22.5. ciples ſaide to Chyiſt, they want nothing, 
though they haue nothing, Contentation 
wanteth nothing, and a good heart is wozth 
Ibs. 4.22 Al: fox if ſhee want mean, ſhee canſay as 
+3? Chiilt ſaide,I haue another bread : ifſhe 

| want riches, ſhe ca ſay I haue other riches : 
it ſhee want reſt, ſhee can ſay, J haue other 
reſt: if ſhee want ſtrength, ſhee can ſay, I 
baue other ſtrength : if ſhe want frends, ſhe 
tan ſay, I haue other frendes. Thus the 
fcodly find all within, that the godleſſe ſecke 
without. Therefoze if pe ſee a man conten- 
ted with that which hee hath, it is a great 
ſigne that godlineſſe is entred mto him, fo? 
the heart of man was made a Temple foꝛ 
God, and nothing can fill it but God alone, 
Ther etoꝛe Paule ſaith after his conuer ſion, 
| that which he could neuer ſay befoze his cõ⸗ 
2.Cor,z.16 uer ſion, J haue learned to be content. Firſt 
=. he learned govlineſſe, then godlines taught 
7 il 4 * him tontentation. Nowe (ſaith Paule) I 
haue learned to bee content, às though 
al this were a leſſon foꝛ euerie Chziſtan to 
. learne, to bee content. q; thus hee mulk 
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fhinke,that as God ſaid ts 12-ſes,whenhe 
could not obtaine leaue to goe ts Carney, | 
Let this ſuffice thee to ſee Canaan :*ſ8 Deut. 3.26 
whatſoeuer he giueth he giueth this charge 
with it, Let this ſuffice thee, As Jeremy 
faith: This is my ſorrow, and I wil beate Jere. io.iↄ 
it: ſo thou maieſt ſay, This is my poꝛtion. 
and J will take it. This is the ſigne, whe⸗ 
ther godlinelle be in a man, ik he haue ioy of 
that which hee hath : fo2 the thinges which 
God giueth to the righteous , Paule ſaith, 
that hee gineth them to inioy, that is, if hee 
haue much, he can ſay with Paule, I haue 
learned to abound:if he haue litle, he can 
ſap with Paul, I haue learned to want; Þ 
is, ifhe haue as much as Abra ham, t Lot, 
and Jaakob, and Job, and 7oſeph had, yet it 
cannot coꝛrupt his minde, but as the nette 
was full of fiſhes, and yet did not rent, be⸗ 
cauſe they caſt it in at Chniſts commaund ; 1%. 21. 1t 
ſo though the godly man bee full of riches, 
yet his heart is not rent, his minde is not 
troubled, his countenance is not chaunged, 
becauſe he remembteth that theſe thinges 
were giuen him to doe good, as nobl2 He- | 
ter thought ofher honour : ikhe haue litle, 2. X. 4.7 
it is like the little ople which ſerued the wi⸗ 
dowe as little as it was. For a little to the P/4/.37,t6 
| righte- 


Tim. C. 17. 
Phil. 4. 12 E 
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righrsous (faith Dauid) is better. then, 
great riches to the vngodly: foꝛ when a 
man hath found the heauenly riches, hee ca⸗ 
rech not koꝛ earthly riches, no moꝛe then he 
which walketh in the Sun, thinks whether 
the Moone ſhine oꝛ no, becauſe hee hath no 
neede of her light. Therefore we conclude 
with Chꝛiſt: ble ſled are they which thirſt 
4. 5. 6, after righteouines, for they ſhalbe ſatiſ- 
fied, not they which thirſt after riches, noꝛ 
they that thirſt after pleaſure, they ſhall not 
bee ſatiſũic d, but thirſt moꝛe, as the ambiti⸗ 
ous, volupiuous, and couetous do, but they 
that thirſt after tighteouſnes ſhal be ſa- 
rs fed, though they haue no riches, noꝛ ho⸗ 
noꝛ, noꝛ pleaſure. It ve aſke like the virgin, 
Like 34 How can this be? Locke vpon Adam ſt 
Gen. 1. 35. Euah, though they were naked, vet they did 
not lee their nakednes ſo long as they were 
innocent: but when they began ts rebel, thẽ 
they began to want cloathes : ſo though a 
man be p30?, vet he doth not ſee his pouer- 
tie ſo long as he is contented, but when hee 
beginneth to couet , then hee beginneth ta 
want riches, and from that day the curſe (in 
the firlt of 47 gee)takes hold vpon him, Ye 
e' te, but ye haue not inough;yedrinke 
but ye are nor ſatisfied : ye cloath your 
BYE lelues 


of Contentation. 

ſelues, but ye are not warme. Inderd the 
couctous man ſeemeth to dꝛawe the wozly 
to him with coꝛdes, his coffers are ot lode⸗ 
ſtones, his hands like nets, his fingers like 
lime-twigges, there it comes, and there it 
comes, one would thinke that this man 
ſhould be happie one day, 

TAben the Churles barnes were kull, he 
bad his ſoule reſt, thinking to gaine reſt by LK. v. 9 
touetouſneſſe, that hee might ſay: Riches 
gaine reſt aſwell as godlineſſe, but ſee what 
happened that night when he began to take 
his reſt, riches, and reſt. and ſoule & al were 
taken from him. Did hee not gaine faire: 
would he haue taken ſuch paines ifhee had 
thought of ſuch ret : couetouſneſle may 
game riches, but it cannot gaine reſt: yee 
may thinke like this churle, to reſt whẽ your 
— — — DE are full: but 
pe ſhall find it true which ©/ay faith, There 
is no reſt to the vngodly 2 theretoze the Eſey.4%2 
wiſe man to pꝛeuent any hope ofte 02 ho» 
nour, oꝛ pꝛotite by ſinne, ſpeakes as though 
hee had tried, A man cannot bee eſta- * | 
bliſhed by iniquitie. Therefore hee can- o. ia: . — 
not bee quieted no2 ſatiſſted by the gaine of he 
deceipt, o byibes, o lyes, oꝛ vſurie, which 
is iniquitie: therefoze bleſſed is et . 


— - — — . 
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Pro. 10.22 Whom godlines doth make rich, for when 
the bleſſing of the Lorde makethrich. 
(ſaith Salomon) he doth adde no ſorrowe 
Pro. 15. 16. to it, but (ſaith he) the reuenewes ofthe 
wicked is trouble, as though his money 
were care: wheretoze let patrone, and land⸗ 
loꝛd, and lawyer, and all ſay now, that Paule 
Luke 12 33 bath choſt the better riches, which theefe 
nor moth, nor can ker can corrupt: theſe 
are the riches at laſt which wee muff dwell 
with, when all the reft which wee haue lyed 
fo2,and (won fo2, and fretted fe2,and coſo- 
ned foꝛ, and bꝛoken our fleepe, and loſt ma- 
ny ſermons, fozſake vs, like ſeruants which 
chaunge their maiſters: then Godlineſſe 
ſhall ſecme as great gaine to vs as it did 
to Paule, and he which loued the woꝛld moſt 
would giue all that he hath fo2 a zamme of 
faich, that he might be ſure to goto heauen 
when he is dead, though he went towardes 
bell ſo lang as he liued, here then is an aun⸗ 
Job. al. ꝙ. ſwere to them which aſke., what pralite is 
Mal. 3. ig. it to ſerue God* how happie was Barxiilai 
2. Sam. p would not be exalted : hat quiet had the 

6 Shunanite, which tared not for pteferment? 

u hen did the Diſciples ſeeme ſo rich, as 
*\pphen they were willing to leaue all: this 
Abe pour gaine, when port 1 
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5 | 
of Godlinelle. Is not the woꝛd gone fodath 
vet whith hath killed couetouſneſſe : That 
A may end my ſermon: either you go away 
contented, 02 els vou goe away condemned 
of your owne conſcience : befoze you were 

vexed with couetouſnes, but now the woꝛde 
ſhall vexe pou too, fo2 you ſhal neuer touet, 
noꝛ lie,no2 deceiue hereafter,but a ſargeant 
thall arreſt you vpon it, and ſome ſentence 

which you haue heard, ſhall gnawe you at 
the heart, with a Memorandum of hell, that 
ye ſhall wiſh, O that I could abandon this 
in, ez els that J had neuer heard that war⸗ 
ning, which makes it a cozaſiue vnto mee 
befoze J can leaue it: It they which are 


greedy ſtil, could ſee what peace, x reſt, ann 


AA. 3.6. 


toy goe home with them which are conten⸗ 
ted ( although they may lay with Peter, 
Gold and ſiluer haue I none) euery man 
would be a ſuter to godlines, that he might 
haue the dowyy of contentation. 


But as Jahn baptiled with water, ſo J 
can but teach you with woꝛdes. Nowe you Lie 


haue heard what contentation is, vou muſt 
pap to another, to giue it vnto you, | 
At is ſaid of this Cittie, that many citti- 
zens of London haue good willes, but bad 
deedes, that u, you a” e 
N ts vita 
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die. Firſt you are vngodly, that you may be 
rich, and then pou part from ſome of your 
riches to excuſe fo your vngodlines:it may 
be, that ſome heere haue ſet downe in their 
willes, when A die J bequeath anhundzed 
pounds to a colledge, c an hundzed pounds 
if to an hoſpitall, and anhimdzed gownes to 
f pooze men: J do maruell that you giue no 
Aas. 2p. 3. moje when pou are at that point, fo Judas 
* hen he died returned all againe: ſo ye die 
and thinke when ye are gone, that God will 

8 take this foꝛ a quittance: deceiue not your 
7.0. 9. 7. ſelues after pou haue deceiued other, foz 
God doth not looke vpon that which ye doe 

to? feare, but vp that which ye do foꝛ loue. 

Lie. 9.8 Ik you can finde in your hearts to doe good 
109.8. while ye are in health, as Zac heus did, then 
Cen ay. a0 Odd hath reſpect vnto your offering , but 
Vega as I ſaac demaunded at his ſonne,howe hee 
got his veniſon beloꝛe he eate it, ſo befoze 

God hearken howe pou giue pour riches, 

De 8 ſirſt hee examines how pee come by them. 
Lee. The partie may be hangen fox ſtealing the 

| money which hee diſtributethto the pooze, 
It a man ſhould count Godlineſſe gaine, 
much moꝛe ſhould he care to gaine by god⸗ 
lie meanes,  . 


| Thus pou ee the buten of Gunmen, 
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© of Contenta tion. 2 
and the fruites of couetouſneſle, to flap Ba- Num. 22. 
laam poſting foꝛ a hꝛibe, and the ſonnes of 17, | 
Zebedens ſuing fo pꝛeferment, leaſt ſce- Mat. a0. 
king fa; aſſes they loſe a better kingdome 20. 
then Saule found, if pe be couetous you ſhal 1. Sam. 10. i 
neuer haue inough though ve haue to much, a 
but when pe pzay, Thy kingdome come, Luke, 11,2, 
pe ſhall with, My kingdome come. Jt ye 
be gouly,yvce ſhall haue inough,though pee 
ſeeme to haue nothing, like the Smyrniaut, 
of whom God ſaith, know thy pouertie, Reue n. g. 
but thou art rich. Therefoze what coun⸗ 
ſell ſhall Y giue you, but as Chꝛiſt counſel⸗ 
led his Dilciples,Be not frends to riches, Loke.16, g, 
but make you frends of riches t knowe Pa 
this, that if ye cannot (ay as Paule ſaith, I Phil. 4. u. 
haue learned to be content, Godlines ts 2 
not pet come vnto paur houſe, to2 the cam ĩ17i bu 
panion of godlines is contentation, which , 
(when ſhe comes) wil bzing vou al-things, 1 
Therefoze as Chiſt ſaich, If che ſonne Eb AA 
make you free, you ſhall be free indeed, your 36 3 © | 
ſo J (ay,ifgodlineſſe make you rich, ye ſha] 9 
be rich indeede. 3 2 e 
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